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Whats This All About Then?

Overview and Definition of a PDA
What they are good for?

What are they not good for

Some Examples of Applications
Choosing a PDA
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Overview

A PDA isacomputer based handheld device that
Incorporates personal organiser tools.

A PDA hasthe ability to easily exchange information with
a desktop compuiter.

PDAs were originally designed to act as electronic
equivalents of diaries and personal organisers, but most
can now perform avariety of additional functions.

A Smartphone is a combined PDA and phone in one unit
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What a PDA IsNOT

* A replacement for ALL your Laptop uses
A Small Tablet PC
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PDASs In Education

e “Our team carried out a detailed study of how radiology is
taught and practised. One clear finding was that trainees
have very little spare time. They can’'t take thetimeto sit in
libraries or computer labs, and so any computer- based
learning must fit into the gaps in their busy schedule - in
the hospital, at home, when travelling - which means a
personal and portable system.” (Sharples, 2000)

 Theimmediate readiness for use has been highlighted by
users in other studies, atypical student comment being a
PDA issomething that is* unobtrusive and neat and that
could always be ready at hand” (Waycott et al., 2002)
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PDA Anatomy
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Combination Devices
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Connectivity and Communication

e Offline
e Wireless
e ViaaPhone
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Beaming and File Transfer

Beaming of information and applications by Infra-red (or

Bluetooth) is

manufacture’

not limited to beaming between the same
s PDAs. In many cases beaming may be a

more flexible solution for exchanging files with a PC than

HotSync.

PDA-PDA
Exchange applications, data files, memos, appointments

PDA — PC,PC - PDA
Install Applications, text files, images, V Cards

PDA — Phone, Phone - PDA
Exchange addresses, Calendar entries, VCards, images
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Storage

e Internal
« Memory Cards
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Application Areas
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Software Choices

e There Is choice!

« Companies actually give support

 The majority of applications are
shareware (average cost $5-$20)

 There are also a number of high
guality free applications
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 Good

— Looking up information
— Taking notes

e Bad
— Entering lots of data
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Databases
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l;« Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_efigsp.ro =1=] =]
#205 iScore:: 0 of0 7

L

Select the appropriate antidote for
the treatment of lead intoxication

< Calcium EDT A
<> Penicillamine
> Deferoxamine
<> Gastric lavage
<> Dimercaprol

2:49 @

2
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lp. Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_efigsp.re - |EI|5|
Quiz Options ?

Animal Tracks,9 questions
Last score: 0 of 0% 0%

Contains B/W pictures

Sequence ¥ Random
Answers - Auto
0 Exam Mode [ Speed Game

[0 Repeat Wrong Answers
(Begin ] (Quiz List) (More...]
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Flashcards

ITutor - MultiChoice Mode

- -,

What iz the dvzrhythria that
containg rore than threas
prerature ventricular
contractions inarow, lasting
rare than 30 zeconds¥

II Junctional bradycardia

L

Bradycardia
ﬂ Yentricular tachycardia

www.land-j.com
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News Channels

E: Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_e
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» CNN international edition

+ Guardian Unlimited

» New York Times - Front Page
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+ Sydney Morning Herald

* The Times v
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Qutliners
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¢ 2, Get Screen Grabs
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< O 3.1Dictionary
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Documents

Dataliz Word To GG [Z’lre?zienus.mm]
Documents To Goe ‘i‘

Getting Started Tips
o

Tip: For graphics like the one above, you can tap
on the graphic for a larger, detailed view.

Tip: Use the upfdown buttons on yvour device or
the scroll bar at the right of the screen to move
up and dowen within this document.

Tip: This document also contams bookmarks. :
For long docutments, you can use bookmarks to

PDAs-What Are They Good For?-Jon Trinder, University of Glasgow

21



lp. Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_efigsp.rom] - |EI|5|

DataViz Slideshow To Go 290f37 ¥

. =l - = - [ N o o I
They GoodFor | | 0 7 RREARSELEL N

Jon Trinder, University of Glasgow | RS e
j.trinderi@elec.gla.ac uk & USA ccr License Reader
pda-edui@jizemail .ac uk - As a “br'idge” to o‘ther

i _iscmai ¢ uk/pda-edy m ........ B et LR L R
e equipment

PDAs-What Are They Good For?-Jon Trinder, University of Glasgow

22



| can see by my watch, without taking my
hand from the left grip of the cycle, that it
is eight-thirty in the morning. The wind,
even at sixty miles an hour, is warm and
humid. When it's this hot and muggy at
eight-thirty, I'm wondering what it's going
to be like in the afternoon.

In the wind are pungent odors from the
marshes by the road. We are in an area of
the Central Plains filled with thousands of
duck hunting sloughs, heading northwest
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Steam Turbines

Steam Turbine Calculator

Inlet E:P.'huuq:

Presz  i6G0L000 i50 iP3IA

Temp (700,000 :300.634 DegF
Spectol 093350 BFTTT1 fralddb
Enthalpy 134873 118445 BTUAb
Entropy 1.57754 167241 BTU/IbR

Cuality 1.00000  1.00000 E]

Theo. Rate 10,8421 Ib/HP-hr
Actual Kate 154287 Ib/HP-hr
Fower 774756 EHFP CALE

WWW.processacesoftware.com
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Dictionaries

lp. Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_enUS.rom

=101 x|
EnglishPhrases ~

E

‘mulle «=] @0
look like a stunned Mullet
1. dazed

2. yvou mind is off thinking about
something else

l;a. Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_enUS.rom

personal BERIEAEE
personal E
adj.

1. having to do with or belonging
to a particular person.

2. done by a particular person
rather than someone else: a
personal appearance.

3. concerning a person's private
life.

4. making offensive reference to |
aperson's character or
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The Sky’sthe Limit....

B Palm 05 Simulator - [Zire72_e ] [
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Email

SMS

Blogging

Remote Camera

Cow Counter

USA Car License Reader
Asa“bridge’ to other equipment
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Tour Diary

&) Explorica = Tour Diary, Day 6 - Mogzilla Firefox

XPLORIC

TOUR DIARY™
Taylor France, Switzerland, Austria & Germany August 4, 2004 - August 12, 2004

Day 6: August 9, 2004

Day &

Our journey through europe is really
going well. ... Switzerland and Austria
redlly are different than anyvthing we've
ever seen. Mightv alpine sceneries and
tiny neat villages really bring one back
at the times when life was only in
relation to the environment. Everything

e Golden Roof Innsbruck (click seems made to human size and that's
picture to enlarge) hard to come these days.

< previous day next day =
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| nstitutional Considerations

o Office Applications
e You dont al Need to use the Same Platform
e Cameras
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Software — Sites

Download Websites

e http://www.palmgear.com
http://www.handango.com
http://www.freewarepalm.com
http://www.freewareppc.com
http://www.palmone.com

News
e http://www.brighthand.com
e http://www.pdanews24.com
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Choosing a PDA

Approach the task with an open mind and
forget the normal PC wisdom of more
being better — here less is often more!
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Choosing a PDA

Pick one up and try to use it, see how easy it is to perform
specific tasks.

Don’t go for a machine just because it has more “features”
than another one unless you not only need, but will
actually remember how, to use these features.

Is it quick and easy to access a particular feature? (e.qg.
try adding an appointment to the diary). How many menus
do you have to navigate?

Do you have to walit for the machine to do a task? (The
dreaded hour glass symbol popping up.)
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Batteries and Charging
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Final Thoughts...

“Manifestly it Is better to use simple tools
expertly than to possess a bewildering
assortment of complicated gadgets and
either neglect or use them incompetently”

LTC Rolt, 1947
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