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Whats This All About Then?

• Overview and Definition of a PDA
• What they are good for?
• What are they not good for
• Some Examples of Applications
• Choosing a PDA
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Overview
• A PDA is a computer based handheld device that 

incorporates personal organiser tools. 

• A PDA has the ability to easily exchange information with 
a desktop computer. 

• PDAs were originally designed to act as electronic 
equivalents of diaries and personal organisers, but most 
can now perform a variety of additional functions.

• A Smartphone is a combined PDA and phone in one unit 
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What a PDA Is NOT

• A replacement for ALL your Laptop uses
• A Small Tablet PC
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PDAs in Education
• “Our team carried out a detailed study of how radiology is 

taught and practised. One clear finding was that trainees 
have very little spare time. They can’t take the time to sit in 
libraries or computer labs, and so any computer- based 
learning must fit into the gaps in their busy schedule - in 
the hospital, at home, when travelling - which means a 
personal and portable system.” (Sharples, 2000)

• The immediate readiness for use has been highlighted by 
users in other studies, a typical student comment being a 
PDA is something that is “unobtrusive and neat and that 
could always be ready at hand” (Waycott et al., 2002)
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Screens
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PDA Anatomy
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Combination Devices
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PDA  Uses
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Connectivity and Communication

• Offline
• Wireless
• Via a Phone
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PDA-PDA
Exchange applications, data files, memos, appointments

PDA – PC,PC - PDA
Install Applications, text files, images, VCards

PDA – Phone, Phone - PDA
Exchange addresses, Calendar entries, VCards, images

Beaming and File Transfer
Beaming of information and applications by Infra-red (or 
Bluetooth) is not limited to beaming between the same 
manufacture’s  PDAs. In many cases beaming may be a 
more flexible solution for exchanging files with a PC than 
HotSync.
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Storage

• Internal
• Memory Cards
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Application Areas
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Software Choices

• There is choice! 

• Companies actually give support
• The majority of applications are 

shareware (average cost $5-$20) 
• There are also a number of high 

quality free applications
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So….

• Good
– Looking up information
– Taking notes

• Bad
– Entering lots of data
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Databases
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Quiz
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Flashcards

www.land-j.com
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News Channels



PDAs-What Are They Good For?-Jon Trinder, University of Glasgow 20

Outliners
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Documents
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eBooks
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Games



PDAs-What Are They Good For?-Jon Trinder, University of Glasgow 25

Autocad

www.zipcad.com
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Steam Turbines

www.processacesoftware.com
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WWW Sites
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Dictionaries
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The Sky’s the Limit…. 
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Other……

• Email
• SMS
• Blogging
• Remote Camera
• Cow Counter
• USA Car License Reader
• As a “bridge” to other equipment
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Tour Diary
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Institutional Considerations

• Office Applications
• You dont all Need to use the Same Platform
• Cameras
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Software – Sites
Download Websites
• http://www.palmgear.com
• http://www.handango.com
• http://www.freewarepalm.com
• http://www.freewareppc.com
• http://www.palmone.com

News
• http://www.brighthand.com
• http://www.pdanews24.com
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Choosing a PDA

Approach the task with an open mind and 
forget the normal PC wisdom of more 
being better – here less is often more!
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Choosing a PDA
• Pick one up and try to use it, see how easy it is to perform 

specific tasks. 

• Don’t go for a machine just because it has more “features”
than another one unless you not only need, but will 
actually remember how, to use these features. 

• Is it quick and easy to access a particular feature? (e.g. 
try adding an appointment to the diary). How many menus 
do you have to navigate?

• Do you have to wait for the machine to do a task? (The 
dreaded hour glass symbol popping up.)
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Batteries and Charging
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Final Thoughts...

“Manifestly it is better to use simple tools 
expertly than to possess a bewildering 
assortment of complicated gadgets and 
either neglect or use them incompetently”

LTC Rolt, 1947


